DISCUSSION.
Dr. SYLVAN said that, judging from similar cases that he had had, the patient would remain able to work. He had increased in weight 2j lb., though it was not usual for the patients to gain much weight during the treatment. Some had gained more at the conclusion of the treatment, but they had all remained well and fit for work.
The CHAIRMAN (MIr. W. G. Spencer) said that as there was a serious difference of opinion, he would ask Dr. Sylvan to report later on on the further progress of the case. Functional Aphasia.
THE history is as follows: Her husband was admitted to St.
Thomas's Hospital on April 20 with a right-sided hemiplegia and complete motor aphasia of two hours' history; since then she had worried considerably and had not slept. On April 23, on getting up, she found she could not speak at all. I saw her on April 25, when there was complete motor aphasia. On April 27 she was better, and could talk fairly well; on April 28 she was talking normally, but in the evening was upset at homue, and the aphasia again became complete. I have seen her to-day and she is talking a little, and the friend with her tells me that when outside the hospital she is talking quite normally. On eight or nine previous occasions, the first being two years and the last two weeks ago, she has similarly been aphasic, but never for more than a few hours at a time, the attacks always occurring after some special worry. She seems of a very nervous disposition, but her past history does not otherwise present. any special features. She is aged 35, and has been married fifteen years, and has one child, aged 15, and had three miscarriages since.
Dr. LANGMEAD recalled an instance of the condition in a man, in which case it was also brought on by shock. The patient was-working with a fellowlabourer, who fell off a scaffold, whom he conveyed to the hospital. On arrival it was found that the injured man had died. The patient on hearing the news was literally "struck dumb," making only inarticulate sounds on attempting to speak. The condition lasted about three weeks.
